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tablelands of theological knowledge, namely, the indwelling of God's 
Spirit, the processes of the upbuilding of spiritual life, a right Christed 
ethics, God's manifestations of himself everywhere. 

6. Discoveries and effects. — The reconstructed theology will be 
most studious and teachable. What man is, and how shall he be 
saved, will engage its consecrated and concentrated powers. The 
whole subject of the reciprocal interaction of the seen and unseen 
worlds will be patiently studied. Research and discovery will be made 
in the sphere of motive. 

This will have a real and a much-to-be-desired effect in theology. 
Many graven images, which have been wrought out with the holiest 
intent in the sphere of dogmatics, will be ground to powder. There 
will be also a sifting of men. Many who are now foremost in dog- 
matic assertion will drop out of the theological ranks. The places 
thus made vacant will be filled by men full of earnest endeavor, who 
are willing to devote their lives to the study and progress of a theology 
founded upon fact. This theology will change the world. 

Dr. Beach, at the expense of much space and labor, has endeavored to expound 
Romans and Job as notes of warning against narrowness in theology. His conclu- 
sions are more ingenious and helpful to his main thesis than true to fact. Paul may 
have, indeed did discover much of the truth of God by the means of patient "insight," 
but Romans was not written to illustrate the fact ; nor can it be so easily maintained 
that the " moral " of Job is in its protest against man's dogmatic assertions concern- 
ing God. 

The main portion of this article is in full sympathy with the present demand 
for a simple dogmatic. There is not much new material here, but a great deal of 
creditable feeling. In his avowed effort to emphasize the " factual " in theology, the 
writer does excellent service to theological science. The chief merit of the article, in 
our opinion, is not so much in its argument as in its illustration of some strong present 
tendencies. The writer's view of the scope and function of Scripture, although shock- 
ing to the bibliolater, in fact detracts nothing from the value of the Bible. The distinc- 
tion made between Christ and theories of his person is pregnant with helpful suggestion. 

Pontiac, III. Eliphalet A. Read. 



The Baptism of Polygamists in non-Christian Lands. By S. H. 
Kellogg; Presb. and Reformed Review, April 1896, pp. 285-302. 
The synod of India in November 1894 discussed this question : 
Whether, in the case of a Mohammedan or Hiridu with more than one 
wife applying for baptism, he should in all cases, as a condition of 
baptism, be required to put away all his wives but one. By a vote of 
36 to 10 the synod requested the general assembly to leave the ulti- 
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mate decision of all such cases in India to the synod of India; adding 
that "it is the almost unanimous opinion of the members of the synod 
that under some circumstances converts who have more than one wife, 
together with their entire families, should be baptized." Of thirty-six mis- 
sionary ladies present all but three agreed with the majority of the synod. 
The Panjab Missionary Conference, the Madura Mission, and many able 
and devoted missionaries and uncompromising Christian statesmen 
of India are cited as supporting this conclusion. It is the object of this 
paper to set forth the considerations upon which it is defended. 

The question at issue is not whether it is ever lawful for a profess- 
ing Christian to contract a polygamous marriage, but whether in the 
case of an applicant for baptism in a non-Christian country who, pre- 
vious to conversion and in good conscience, has contracted polygamous 
relations, the law of Christ requires him to put away all his wives but 
one; and whether his refusal to do SO' would be inconsistent with a 
credible profession of faith and therefore necessarily a bar to his baptism. 

When the validity of the polygamous marriage is considered the 
obligation to put away all his wives but one is not so luminously clear 
that no sincere Christian can doubt it. It is maintained by the Chris- 
tian jurists of British India that a polygamous marriage is not nullified 
by conversion. The husband is bound not only to continue to main- 
tain his wives, but to admit to conjugal rights all who wish to live 
with him. It does not appear that a Hindu who refuses to defy the 
law by denying the validity of his marriages may not be a Christian 
and as such entitled to baptism. 

The New Testament principle of the temporary toleration of an 
admitted evil in the final interests of the highest righteousness is urged, 
as clearly applicable to polygamy as to slavery. Duty in this case is 
extremely uncertain. Which of his wives shall the polygamist keep? 
The ruling of the general assembly, choosing the first, is not a self- 
evident answer. For the first marriage was probably contracted in 
infancy or childhood. If it alone is valid to the convert,- the church 
may seem to give moral support to an atrocious system. Further, 
since the second marriage among the Hindus has commonly been 
contracted because of the childlessness of the first, the ruling of the 
assembly would involve in most instances the cruel injustice of put- 
ting away a mother and thereby bringing her under the suspicion of 
unchastity. Even when suitable provision for the support of the dis- 
carded wife is made, there is still a serious breach of contract in the 
refusal of the cohabitation to which she is legally entitled. And how 
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can a father bring up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord the 
children whom he has turned out of his house? In answer to the claim 
that a converted polygamist may be recognized as a Christian but not 
admitted to the church where his presence would occasion offense, it 
is held that if he is a Christian he cannot justly be denied baptism 
and church membership. Thus the lesser wrong must for a time be 
tolerated to avoid greater wrong. 

A scriptural argument for the baptism of polygamous Christians 
is found in i Tim. 3 : 2, which is interpreted: A bishop must not be a 
man who is living with more than one wife. From the emphasis put 
upon this qualification for the bishopric is inferred the possible presence 
in the churches under Timothy's charge of men who were not in the 
sense intended husbands each of one wife. 

Objections to the position of the paper are considered, as that 
the testimony of the church against polygamy will be neutralized, and 
that there is danger, if this practice be permitted, of the growth in India 
of communities of polygamous Christians. Appeal is made finally to the 
one scriptural condition of church membership, as set forth in the 
Presbyterian standards, viz., a credible profession of faith and loyalty 
to Jesus Christ. To this simple and plain condition not one iota must 
be added from any consideration of supposed prudence and care for 
the purity of the church. 

The surprising approach to unanimity ' among Christian residents in India, mission- 
aries and laymen, in the positions of this paper is very significant in contrast with 
the equally unanimous contrary opinion at home. The argument from the legal valid- 
ity of polygamous marriages in India is strongly put. Churches accustomed to legislate 
against the use of intoxicating liquors or indulgence in certain amusements by the 
imposition of pledges as a condition of membership will hardly admit the force of the 
appeal to the single scriptural condition upon which the argument in the main rests. 
The scriptural argument from 1 Tim. 3 : 2 based upon a disputed interpretation of a 
single text is a precarious one. 

Chicago, III. A. K. Parker. 



The Religious Life : Its Nature and Claims. By James H. Fair- 
child, D.D.; Bibliotheca Sacra, January 1897, pp. 21-37. 
The religious man is one who calls the religious elements of his 
nature into activity. We are born with a religious nature; we are 

"Seethe Missionary Review of the World for February 1897, p. 109, where five 
missionaries of Japan and ten of China give cogent reasons against receiving polyga- 
mists into the churches. G. A. 



